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	THE AIM OF THIS NON-PAPER IS TO GIVE EU MEMBER STATES AND GEORGIA A FIRST INDICATION OF THE UPDATE OF THE ASSOCIATION AGENDA WITH GEORGIA FOR THE PERIOD 2021-2027. AFTER THE EXCHANGES WITH MEMBER STATES IN COEST AND WITH GEORGIA, THE FORMAL ADOPTION PROCEDURE OF A COUNCIL DECISION AND OF THE ASSOCIATION AGENDA WILL START. THIS NON-PAPER DOES NOT REPRESENT THE FORMAL POSITION OF THE EEAS AND EUROPEAN COMMISSION SERVICES.






[bookmark: _Toc43382727][bookmark: _Toc43541227]2.2.3 Human rights and fundamental freedoms 
Short-term priorities
· Develop a new National Human Rights Strategy 2021-2030 and respective Action Plans beyond 2020 incorporating the specific recommendations of UN bodies, OSCE/ODIHR, the Council of Europe, the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) and international human rights organisations notably in implementing anti-discrimination policies, protecting persons belonging to minorities and ensuring the freedom of religion or belief for all; 
· [bookmark: _Hlk54631616]actively iEnsure the close cooperation with mplement national and international actors in the process of implementation of the National Human Rights Strategy and Action Planit;
· [bookmark: _Hlk54631647]Continue implementation of the anti-discrimination law to ensure effective protection against discrimination, in the spirit of “leaving no one behind” contribute to increasing the level of tolerance and reduce level of violence;
· [bookmark: _Hlk54631674]Progress implementation of the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence, (the so-called Istanbul Convention) by strengthening national institutional capacities in support promoting of issues related to gender equality as well as preventing andnd responding to gender- based violence. Continue enhancing measures to prevent and efficiently and investigate cases of violence against women and girls, including sexual violence, protect victims and support rehabilitation of perpetrators. Work towards social transformation and changing existing stereotypical attitudes in regards to violence against women and domestic violence;
· Strengthen access to reproductive and sexual health for women of all ages, ensure access to information and prevention, and continue the fightcombatting against harmful practices directed against women and girls, including genital mutilationFGM, child, early or forced marriage and other forms of human rights violations and of degrading treatment, with special attention for rural areas. Increase maternal health care assistance; 
· Take special measures towards groups belonging to minorities in order to contribute to enhancing greater equality in political, economic and social spheres of life;  
· Continue the Harmonise harmonisation of the national legislation with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) principles, aim to ratify its Optional Protocol and establish a national coordinating body for issues related to the rights of persons with disabilities; 
· Step up measures to strengthen the inclusion of persons with disabilities in public and economic life, including through a and ensure better access to public spaces. Improve conditions and programmatic support  forto persons with mental health issues;
· Enhance affords towards combating violence against children through promoting good practices of parenting, greater support in the education system, and improved referral mechanism;  
· Enhance affords towards identifying and combating violence against older persons, continue economic and healthcare support to older people, contribute to greater social inclusion of older persons; 
· [bookmark: _Hlk54631738]Increase capacity and build knowledge among public employees on human rights issues.

Medium-term priorities
· Maintain effective mechanisms for both dispute settlement and the protection of human rights, prior to or as alternative for judicial mechanisms;
· Continue to promote, train and raise awareness on human rights protection and anti-discrimination in the judiciary, law enforcement, and all public administration including in the regions;
· Continue to strengthen media pluralism, transparency and independence in line with Council of Europe recommendations;
· Further implement recommendations of the Public Defender’s Office (PDO) including on discrimination cases and further ensure the effective functioning of the institutional mechanism foreseen in the anti-discrimination law; 
· Continue building monitoring capacities of the Parliamentary Committee on Human Rights and Civil Integration as well as on legal issues linked to the implementation of the Human Rights Strategy and Action Plan;
· Continue to cooperate with Civil Society Organisations (CSO) and the representative social partners (trade-unions and employers' organisations) as stakeholders and watchdogs in areas prioritised by the EU-Georgia Association Agreement (AA), including labour rights, privacy, rights of persons belonging to minorities and other vulnerable groups and media freedom;
· Continue combating gender- based violence and work for its prevention, in addition focusing on changing gender-biased stereotypes, greater involvement of men and boys, supporting women's political participation, economic and financial independence through entrepreneurship and better access to the labour market.	Comment by Lela Akiashvili: Suggestion by “Sapari” received and noted

[bookmark: _Toc43382728][bookmark: _Toc43541228]2.2.4 Ill-treatment and torture 
Short-term priorities
· Ensure the  implementation of the anti-torture Action Plans and continue taking further measures to combat ill-treatment and torture, and step up efforts in order to combat impunity; 
· Increase the independence of the State Inspector's Service both at legislative and practical levels in order to efficiently investigate incidents of ill-treatment and torture. 
· Ensure a thorough, transparent, independent investigation into any allegation of the use of torture and ill-treatment in the penitentiary system, police, military and other detention facilities through the State Inspector’s Service in charge; 
· Continue to support and engage with the National Preventive Mechanism (NPM) under the Public Defender's Office to prevent abuse through ensuring its effective functioning including through its adequate funding and by protecting confidentiality of the process;
· Further improve detention conditions and conditions of mental health facilities.


Medium-term priorities
· Continue efforts to further improve the penitentiary healthcare system and prisoners' access to health care services including mental health care services, equivalent to civil sector.  Continue capacity-development and empowerment of health care staff working in -or for- closed institutions in the reporting of ill-treatment;
· Further strengthen effective internal and external monitoring of the penitentiary system, police, military and other closed facilities for the early detection and prevention of abuse and ill-treatment.

[bookmark: _Toc43382729][bookmark: _Toc43541229]2.2.5 Equal treatment
Short-term priorities
· Strengthen gender equality and ensure equal treatment between women and men, as well as persons belonging to minorities, regardless of religion or belief, ethnic or national origins, race, sex, language, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability or other ground in social, political and economic life; 
· Take further measures to strengthen the implementation of legislation against gender based violence, including awareness-raising of both the general population and of specific professional groups, such as the police, and in particular in rural areas. Increase the access of victims to counselling services, housing and shelters;
· [bookmark: _Hlk54631987]Increase the access of victims, including persons belonging to minorities, to counselling services and shelters, as well as post-shelter economic empowerment programmes;
· Improve gender based violence data collection, analysis and reporting. Support combating gender- based violence at local level through greater involvement and strengthening of local actors, such as municipalities, social workers and CSOs;
· As part of the Human Rights Strategy and Action Plan develop and implement a comprehensive approaches equality policy ensuring the enjoyment of equal rights by persons belonging to minorities and vulnerable groups in society.
Medium-term priorities
· Approximate to European standards as regards health and safety rules, rules on the protection of maternity, rules on the reconciliation of parental and professional responsibilities as envisaged by the Association Agreement;
· Take active steps to promote increased meaningful participation and representation of women and persons belonging to minorities in political decision making fora and in the labour market and economic activities, including at local representation level (i.e. municipalities);
· Support non-discrimination in labour market and implementation of the equal pay for equal work principle;
· Contribute to greater social and economic inclusion and participation of people belonging to ethnic minorities, including though access to information and education, as well as Georgian language learning; . 	Comment by Lela Akiashvili: EMC’s comment received and reflected in a moderately amended manner. 
· Through knowledge building and awareness raising activities, establish equality as a value among broader population.

[bookmark: _Toc43382730][bookmark: _Toc43541230]2.2.6 Rights of the child
Short-term priorities
· Implement the Child Rights Code by aligning all necessary legislation and strengthen national machinery enhancing measures to protect children against all forms of violence, including child, early and forced marriage; 
· Address the needs of children in all children including those in the most marginalised and vulnerable situations, including children in poverty, children with disabilities and children in street situations;, including through improving and expand social protection services for the most vulnerable children, including throughing social protection mechanisms, as well as supportinggreater territorial geographical access to habilitationhabitation/rehabilitation programmes for children with disabilities, and take steps towards the elimination of child labour, deinstitutionalization, and effective referral procedures; ;	Comment by Lela Akiashvili: PHR’s comment regarding this paragraph is accepted and well noted – text amended accordingly. 	Comment by Lela Akiashvili: P
· Implement the Law on Social Work and ensure professional resources for recruitment and capacity and knowledge buildingtraining of professionals groups dealing working with vulnerable children, including children with disabilities;
· Establish psycho-social rehabilitation centres for the child victims of sexual abuse; 
· Raise awareness and build knowledge of both – professionals working with children and broader public, on prevention and combating violence against children; 
· [bookmark: _Toc43382731][bookmark: _Toc43541231]Continue working towards the deinstitutionalisation of children, apply a gatekeeping mechanism and continue development of alternative care.
Medium-term priorities
· Continue juvenile justice reform; 
· Make steps towards social transformation on combating violence against children; 
· Finalise the deinstitutionalisation of childcare;. 
· Enhance work towards lifting children from extreme poverty.
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